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ENGLISH 435:
READING LIKE VICTORIANS
Professor Ryan Fong – Spring 2016
Time: MWF 11:50-1:05

E-mail: ryan.fong@kzoo.edu
Location: Upjohn Library 302
Office: Humphrey House 209


 



Office Hours: T 4:00-5:00 (in office),

W 4:00-5:00 (in Arcus) & by appointment

Required Texts:

· Charles Dickens, Dombey and Son
· William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair
· Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre
· Emily Brontë, Wuthering Heights
· Anne Brontë, Agnes Grey
· Readings on course website: readinglikevictorians.wordpress.com
*All students are also required to attend a bookbinding workshop at the Kalamazoo Book Arts Center.
Course Description: 

How did the Victorians read?  The short answer to this question is not like we do today. Unlike the typical way we read most novels now—all in a single book and straight through in a relatively short period of time—most Victorians consumed fictional texts very differently when they were first published. Indeed, since most novels were published either in three volumes or in short serialized parts across several weeks or months, this meant that people could read a single novel for over a year and a half and often be in the middle of several long novels at once. 

In this seminar, we will be looking to approximate this kind of reading practice and to investigate what this experience tells us about reading (and living) in the Victorian era.  To do so, we will be focusing on a period of twenty-two months between 1846 and 1848, and analyzing five incredibly famous texts that were published in period: Charles Dickens’s Dombey and Son and William Makepeace Thackeray’s Vanity Fair, both of which came out in serial parts, and Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre, Emily Brontë’s Wuthering Heights, and Anne Brontë’s Agnes Gray, which were all published in the three volume format.  Rather than read each of these straight through, however, we will move between and across them, reading in the order that they were been published.

Throughout this process, we will discuss how this experience of “simultaneous reading” creates interesting moments of thematic overlap and divergence.  And we will also interrogate how reading in this way helps us cultivate an awareness of the materiality of these texts.  Therefore, in addition to discussing the content of these novels and their shared historical context, we will also investigate how aspects like illustration, cover design, and the explosion of Victorian print culture, like magazines and newspapers, that surrounded these texts all helped to shape their meaning for nineteenth century readers.  
Course Goals:

As a 400-level course within the English major, this seminar is designed to help you bring all of the skills that you gained in your 200-level classes together, while providing you with the opportunity to study a literary period and topic in great depth.  As such, this course will have you work toward the following goals:
Critical reading: 
· To understand the relationships between aesthetic form, thematic content, and historical context when reading a literary text.

· To understand the arguments and critical frameworks used in works of literary criticism.

Critical discussion: 
· To enter into a thoughtful and provocative discussion of a text and topic within a community of fellow scholars.
· To offer pertinent questions/comments and to develop arguments that enlarge our collective understanding of a text.

· To present information to your colleagues in a clear, well-organized manner.
Critical writing and research: 
· To develop independent research questions and to seek out relevant sources and evidence to answer those questions.

· To build an argument in writing that synthesizes textual, contextual and critical materials and that offers new insights into ongoing scholarly debates.
Course Responsibilities and Final Grading:
Your final grade in the course will be determined as follows:

· Critical Bibliography Entries






15%
· Bookbinding Workshop Structured Reflection



10%

· Online Museum Projects (4) and Analysis Paper



30%
· Research Paper (including Proposal)





35%

· Participation








10%

*All paper prompts will come with formatting instructions and grading rubrics.
*All assignments must be completed in order to pass the class.

Due Dates and Reading Schedule
	WEEK 1
	

	Monday

March 28
	Introduction to the course

Robert Darnton, “What is the History of Books?”*
Richard Altick, “The Social Background” from The English Common Reader

Rob Banham, “The Industrialization of the Book: 1800-1970”

Simon Eliot, “From Few and Expensive to Many and Cheap”



	Wednesday

March 30


	** MEET IN RARE BOOK ROOM**
HISTORICIZING READING
Richard Altick, “Varieties of Readers’ Response”*
Linda K. Hughes, “SIDEWAYS!: Navigating the Material(ity) of Print Culture”*



	Friday

April 1


	OCTOBER 1846

Charles Dickens, Dombey and Son, Chapters 1-4 (1-58)

SERIALITY
Linda K. Hughes and Michael Lund, “Introducing the Serial”

Robert L. Patten, “Publishing in Parts”*


	WEEK 2
	

	Monday

April 4


	NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1846

Charles Dickens, Dombey and Son, Chapters 5-10 (58-156)



	Wednesday

April 6
	JANUARY 1846
Charles Dickens, Dombey and Son, Chapters 11-13 (156-204)
William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair, Chapters 1-4 (xii-37)


	Friday

April 8


	FEBRUARY 1847

Charles Dickens, Dombey and Son, Chapters 14-16 (205-253)
William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair, Chapters 5-7 (38-74)
READER RESPONSE/RECEPTION THEORY
Wolfgang Iser, from The Ideal Reader*


	WEEK 3
	

	Monday

April 11


	MARCH 1847

Charles Dickens, Dombey and Son, Chapters 17-19 (254-301)
William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair, Chapter 8-11 (75-114)
ILLUSTRATION

Robert L. Patten, “Serial Illustration and Storytelling in David Copperfield”*
Judith L. Fisher, “Image vs. Text in the Illustrated Novels of Thackeray”*



	Wednesday

April 13


	APRIL 1847
Charles Dickens, Dombey and Son, Chapters 20-22 (301-349)
William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair, Chapters 12-14 (115-152)

	Friday

April 15


	MAY 1847
Charles Dickens, Dombey and Son, Chapters 23-25 (350-397)
William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair, Chapters 15-18 (153-187)


	Saturday

April 16
	WORKSHOP AT KALAMAZOO BOOK ARTS CENTER

Park Trades Center, Suite 103A; 326 W. Kalamazoo Avenue

11:00 am – 4:00 pm (includes lunch break)


	WEEK 4
	

	Monday

April 18


	JUNE 1847
Charles Dickens, Dombey and Son, Chapters 26-28 (398-445)
William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair, Chapters 19-22 (187-222)
ADVERTISEMENTS

Emily Steinlight, “Anti-Bleak House: Advertising and the Victorian Novel”*


	Wednesday

April 20


	JULY 1847

Charles Dickens, Dombey and Son, Chapters 29-31 (446-493)
William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair, Chapters 23-25 (222-257)


	Friday

April 22


	**PORTFOLIO PART I DUE**

AUGUST 1847
Charles Dickens, Dombey and Son, Chapters 32-34 (493-540)
William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair, Chapters 26-29 (258-293)


	WEEK 5
	

	Monday

April 25


	SEPTEMBER 1847
Charles Dickens, Dombey and Son, Chapters 35-38 (540-589)
William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair, Chapters 30-32 (293-326)
PERIODICALS AND PRINT CULTURE

Christopher Coates, “Thackeray’s Editors and the Dual Text of Vanity Fair”*



	Wednesday

April 27


	OCTOBER 1847
Charles Dickens, Dombey and Son, Chapters 39-41 (589-637)
William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair, Chapters 33-35 (327-360)
Tom Taylor, “Good Mrs. Brown, The Child Stealer” (Online)


	Friday

April 29
	OCTOBER 1847
Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre, Chapters 1-15 (1-130) 


	WEEK 6
	

	Monday

May 2
	OCTOBER 1847

Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre, Chapters 16-26 (130-253)
DUST JACKETS AND COVER DESIGN
Nancy K. Miller, “Cover Stories: Enlightenment Libertinage, Postmodern Recyclage”*


	Wednesday

May 4


	OCTOBER 1847
Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre, Chapters 27-38 (253-285)


	Friday

May 6


	**NO CLASS—BUT KEEP READING!!!**

NOVEMBER 1847
Charles Dickens, Dombey and Son, Chapters 42-45 (637-684)
William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair, Chapters 36-38 (361-396)


	WEEK 7
	

	Monday, May 9

	DECEMBER 1847

Charles Dickens, Dombey and Son, Chapters 46-48 (685-734)
William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair, Chapters 39-42 (396-429)
MARGINALIA

Andrew Stauffer, “Hemans by the Book”*


	Wednesday

May 11


	DECEMBER 1847
Emily Brontë, Wuthering Heights, Chapters 1-14 (3-121)

	Friday

May 13


	DECEMBER 1847

Emily Brontë, Wuthering Heights, Chapters 15-34, (121-258)
EDITIONS AND PARATEXT

Gérard Genette, “Introduction to the Paratext”*
Augustin Trapenard, “Authorizing Emily”*


	WEEK 8
	

	Monday

May 16


	DECEMBER 1847

Anne Bronte, Agnes Grey (61-251)

	Wednesday

May 18


	FLOATING DOGL DAY

	Friday

May 20
	**FINAL RESEARCH PAPER PROPOSAL DUE**

JANUARY 1848
Charles Dickens, Dombey and Son, Chapters 49-51 (734-781)
William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair, Chapters 43-46 (430-463)

	WEEK 9
	

	Monday

May 23
	FEBRUARY 1848
Charles Dickens, Dombey and Son, Chapters 52-54 (782-828)
William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair, Chapters 47-50 (464-499)
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, “The Communist Manifesto”


	Wednesday

May 25


	MARCH 1848
Charles Dickens, Dombey and Son, Chapters 55-57 (829-876)
William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair, Chapters 51-53 (500-535)


	Friday

May 27


	APRIL 1848
Charles Dickens, Dombey and Son, Chapters 58-62 (877-948)
William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair, Chapters 54-56 (535-568)
SERIALITY REDUX

Linda K. Hughes and Michael Lund, “Creating a Home”*


	WEEK 10
	

	Monday

May 30


	MEMORIAL DAY—NO CLASS


	Wednesday

June 1


	MAY-JUNE 1848
William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair, Chapters 57-63 (569-637)


	Friday

June 3
	**PORTFOLIO PART II DUE**

JULY 1848
William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair, Chapters 64-67 (637-689)



FINAL RESEARCH PAPER DUE

IN MY OFFICE ON

TUESDAY, JUNE 7 BY 5:00 PM
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